
 Sven Hasselberg  invited the club to meet at his 

shop to give a demonstration of hollow forms.  

He starts out between centers, turns the basic 

shape heôs looking for, and a tenon on the bot-

tom.  Sven explains you want the diameter of the 

tendon to be just larger than the smallest size of 

your scroll chuck.  When remounted on the scroll 

chuck you want only a tiny bit of wood showing 

between the jaws of the chuck, to provide maxi-

mum holding power. Then he remounts the piece 

in the scroll chuck, with a live center in the tail 

stock, he true's up the piece, and refines the out-

side shape a little more. Most of the work on the 

outside is done with a 5/8 bowl gouge, the final cuts with a sharp 3/8 bowl gouge to clean it 

up.  Generally when using dry wood, he will complete the 

outside including sanding at this point. After rechecking 

that the scroll chuck has a tight grip on the piece, he re-

moves the tailstock and begins to hollow out the form.  

Sven runs the lathe at about 700 RPMôs for the entire 

process.  He first decides how deep he intends to hollow, 

and drills a 1/2 inch hole in the center of his hollow form. He then uses a 

hollowing tool to hollow out the top half of his form to proper wall thick-

ness, stopping frequently to remove the wood chips.  Once the top half is 

the correct shape, and very close to end wall thickness, then he hogs 

away the wood on the bottom, matching the wall thickness 

to the top.  He uses a large caliper to check for a consistent 

wall thickness all the way down to the bottom. Once the 

inside is the correct shape he will grip some foam wrapped 

with sandpaper in some long needle nose pliers 

and sand the inside of the form. Once the inside 

is smooth, he remounts the form on a Wood-

chucker mandrel to remove the tenon and finish 

the base of the hollow form. 
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