
Dave Holzberger did a 

demonstration on turning green wood. As 

he warns be careful where you get the 

wood; even though you think your 

neighbors 90 year old walnut tree would 

make some sweet bowls, you have to 

make sure itôs ok with them first.   

Some cities, if not all cities  have 

local ordinances, regarding the harvest-

ing, transporting and use of trees on pub-

lic as well as private land.  In Los Angeles 

all trees larger than 4.5 inches in diame-

ter & 4.5 ft high are protected, you can 

not legally remove or harm them in any 

way without a permit (see excerpt from 

City of LA page 3).  And if your going to 

cut down a good size tree, make sure 

your careful to make it land where you 

want it to, not on a power line, car, build-

ing, or you .   

 

Dave  also passed around a number of books available to help you identify your wood, There are 

about 20,000 tree species in the world. The United States has one of the largest tree treasuries second 

only to India. By looking at the leaves, flowers/pods, and the bark is the best way to identify the tree.  

 

Once you have the green wood take the following steps.  

1.  Mount it on a face plate, with long enough screws to go well 

beyond any bark left on the wood, or mount it securely between 

centers, recess the drive center into the wood.  Using either method 

slide the tail stock with a live center in place to help secure the odd 

shaped piece of wood until itôs somewhat round and balanced. This 

will help insure it will stay on the lathe.  

2.  Round the outside of the bowl,  turn a tenon to fit your chuck.  

3.  Reverse mount the bowl on your chuck, and remove the center 

wood, leave the walls of the bowl 

about an inch thick.  If your bowl stretches a half inch or so 

as it dries you will still have enough wood to make it round 

again.  

4.  Remove roughed out bowl from the lathe, and store the bowl 

so it will slowly dry , often a brown paper sack loosely cover-

ing the bowl is used to release the moister a little at a time. 

Store the bowl for 2 -12 months until its sufficiently dry and 

complete the bowl.   

Dave explains wood identification, and some of the 

rules regarding harvesting trees 

Turning Green Wood  

January 09 

A Member of the American 

Association of Woodturners  

Inside this issue: 

Turning Green  1 

Officers   2 

Monthly Challenge  

 
2 

Wood Raffle  2 

Show & Tell  2 

Thank You  2 

Tree Ordinance  3 

Ontario woodworking 

show  
3 

Next months   

meeting location  
3 

AAW News  4 

January Challenge  4 

Show & Tell  6 

Iron  Man   7 

Club  information  8 

Wood Worker  

Humor  
8 

Min Koide exhibit 

 
9 

Sponsor info/ads  

  
10 



2. Something you crafted 

yourself using your lathe, 

but not necessarily out of 

wood, it could have been 

made out of acrylic, plastic, 

deer antlers etc.   

3. A specialized tool or jig 

you made or purchased for 

use in your workshop, you 

Each meeting everyone in atten-

dance is given an opportunity to 

show work other than the 

monthly challenge.  Items in 

show and tell should meet the 

following guidelines. 

1. Something you made your-

self out of wood even if it 

was not on a lathe. 

feel the members of the 

club would be interested in.  

If you present a show and tell 

item you will be entered in a 

drawing for a $10 gift certificate 

at Craft Supply USA. 

Show and Tell  

Monthly Challenge 
equipment, challenges are de-

signed with that in mind. If the 

demonstration is a full size platter 

and you only have a mini lathe, 

your challenge is to make a 

smaller platter using the same 

basic shape. If the challenge re-

quires a special tool you do not 

own or want to own you may be 

able to take your project to an-

other club members workshop 

and borrow the needed tool.  If 

you meet the monthly challenge, 

and present your challenge piece 

to the club at the next meeting, 

you will be entered in the draw-

ing for a $25 gift certificate from 

Craft Supplies USA. If you meet 

all 12 Challenges for the year 

you will be eligible for the Iron-

man year end award, see page 7 

for more details. Januaryôs chal-

lenge was segmented turnings.  

Januaryôs demonstration was 

turning green wood, Februaryôs 

challenge is to turn a piece of 

green wood, relatively fresh off 

the tree, in this rare challenge 

you will not be completing the 

project, but only roughing out 

your shape. 

One of the main goals of the 

Inland woodturners is to 

educate and inspire itôs 

members in the art of wood 

turning. Each month a mem-

ber or a guests instructor  

will lead a presentation or a 

demonstration related to the 

art of wood turning.  The 

following months challenge 

is loosely based on  the pres-

entation, all members of the 

club are challenged to take 

what they learned and use it.  

We realize everyone does 

not have the same tools and 
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Wood Raffle  
One of the ways this club covers ex-

penses is the monthly wood raffle. 

Members are encouraged to bring a 

chunk of wood or two for the raffle. 

Raffle tickets are a buck each or six 

for five dollars.  At Januaryôs meeting 

we had the biggest raffles ever, over 

35 individual items. Some of our best 

work has been done with raffle wood.  

Go to your work shop today and grab a 

piece for Februaryôs raffle. 

Thank You  
Darrel expressed a  heart felt thank you to the 

club members who did an on sight demo at 

Chaffee High School recently, and all the club 

members who showed up at the Rockler demon-

stration on January 17th.  


