
David Holzberger demonstrated how to make 

some toys. First he made a Top, using a Chatter 

Tool, and colored markers to create a design. 

Generally you complete the bottom half of the 

top prior to making the 

stem, because you want 

enough thickness on the 

stem to support the rest 

as you shape it. Dave 

made a top he can spin 

on the tip or turn it 180º spin it on the stem. To make 

a wooden ball he cut the spherical shape from a cyl-

inder mounted between centers. After 

parting the ends made a jig to hold the 

ball while fine tuning the rest. To create the jig he 

mounted a small block of wood in his chuck and 

cut a concave in the center deeper than the shape 

of his sphere (you want the wood to contact at one point around the outside 

of the ball).  And mounted a bell shaped live center 

in the tailstock.  He shaped it round, and sanded as 

he kept rotating it in the jig.  

Then with a buffing wheel on 

the lathe he applied Hut wood 

finish to the ball giving it a 

satin finish. 

 

May 09 

A Member of the American 

Association of Woodturners  

Inside this issue: 

Spheres & Tops 1 

Officers   2 

Monthly Challenge  

 
2 

Wood Raffle  2 

June meeting change  2 

Show & Tell  2 

Ghosts bites 3 

About The Inland 

Woodturners 
3 

AAW News  4 

May Challenge 5 

May  Show & Tell 6 

Iron Man          

Contenders  
7 

May Show & Tell 

continued 
8 

Sponsor info/ads  10 

Turning Spheres And Tops 



Each meeting everyone in attendance is given an opportunity to show work other than the monthly challenge.  

Items in show and tell should meet the following guidelines. 

1. Something you made  out of wood even if it was not on a lathe. 

2. Something you crafted  using your lathe, but not necessarily out of wood, it could have been made out of 

acrylic, plastic, deer antlers etc.   

3. A specialized tool or jig you made or purchased for use in your workshop, you feel the members of the club 

would be interested in.  

If you present a show and tell item you will be entered in a drawing for a $10 gift certificate at Craft Supply 

USA.                                                     

One of the ways this club covers 

expenses is the monthly wood 

raffle. Members are encouraged 

to bring a chunk of wood or two 

for the raffle. Raffle tickets are a 

buck each or six for five dollars.  

Some of our best work has been 

done with raffle wood, part of the 

fun is figuring out what you can 

make from a piece of raffle wood.   

Show and Tell  

Monthly Challenge 
One of the main goals of the Inland woodturners is to educate and inspire itôs members in the 

art of wood turning. Each month a member or a guests instructor  will lead a presentation or a 

demonstration related to the art of wood turning.  The following months challenge is loosely 

based on  the presentation, all members of the club are challenged to take what they learned and 

use it.  We realize everyone does not have the same tools and equipment, challenges are de-

signed with that in mind. If the demonstration is a full size platter and you only have a mini 

lathe, your challenge is to make a smaller platter using the same basic shape. If the challenge 

requires a special tool you do not own or want to own you may be able to take your project to 

another club members workshop and borrow the needed tool.  If you meet the monthly chal-

lenge, and present your challenge piece to the club at the next meeting, you will be entered in 

the drawing for a $25 gift certificate from Craft Supplies 

USA. If you meet all 12 Challenges for the year you will be 

eligible for the Ironman year end award, see page 7 for 

more details. Mays challenge was turning a trivet .  Mays 

demonstration was a spinning top and a ball . Junes  chal-

lenge is to make both a ball and a top. 
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June Meeting - Correction  
Mark your calendars the meeting for June has changed 

to June 14th, because the 3rd Sunday is Fathers day. 

Wood Raffle  



The not so Friendly Ghosts 
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Inland WoodTurners 

About the Inland Woodturners 

Since 1989, the main purpose of the Inland Woodturners is to provide a forum 

where those interested in woodturning can share their knowledge and expand 

their involvement in this rewarding endeavor. Our regular monthly meetings serve 

to inform, inspire, and stimulate woodturners, as well as anyone interested in be-

coming involved in this growing craft and art form. In addition, our meetings pro-

vide a common ground for people of similar interests to share ideas, techniques, 

and information about materials and equipment.  

Both the organization and the meetings are for woodturners of all skill levels, from 

the beginner to the professional. It is an excellent way for anyone with little or no 

experience to learn the craft of turning. In fact, it is not necessary to be an owner 

of a lathe. But, the information gleaned from other woodturners at our meetings 

will help anyone trying to evaluate various lathe options and sources.  

The Inland Woodturners is a not - for -profit organization, and at present, does not 

charge dues. So far, donations, and the proceeds from a "wood raffle" at most 

meetings, have provided operational funds to carry on our goal as an educational 

organization interested in promoting the art and craft of woodturning.  

First youôre bit by the wood turning bug, then youôre bit by the wood turning ghosts. The 

wood turning bug is when you turn that first piece of wood and see what an awesome work 

of art it becomes. The next thing you know, you have a lathe, a whole workshop full of 

tools, and you start examining firewood more closely, wondering if it is really firewood or 

is it a bowl waiting to happen? There is no 12 step program for  your obsession, but then 

there are worse addictions.  Youôre still not an real wood turner until youôre bit by the wood 

turning ghosts. A bite from the wood turning ghost can  range from slightly painful to le-

thal.  Whenever you put a fresh piece of wood on the lathe and turn it on there will be ghost 

hanging around the exterior of that piece of wood. Where the wood is mostly solid 360º you 

can see it clearly as it spins. Where it is part solid but mostly air as with any square or odd 

shaped piece, that is where the ghost lingers, when the lathe is spinning all you see is air 

once you move your hand or face too close to that spinning wood the ghost will bite. For 

safetyôs sake keep all body parts well away from that spinning wood. 



Inland WoodTurners 

 

 

The Annual AAW symposium is the highlight of the woodturning year. We 

meet in a different location each year, rotating throughout the regions of 

the continental United States. The symposium has become the most at-

tended woodturning event in the world.  

Each symposium features three days of woodturning demonstrations and meetings.  

 

This is not a sample of last years display, but this is actually a small sample of this years silent auction items.  

For the first time this year you can bid on these items even if youõre not going to the symposium. Many more pic-

tures of these items as well as many other items are available too look at and bid on line ñ 

www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/index  or follow the link on the AAW website.  

The 23rd Annual National AAW Symposium:   

Friday June 26 - Sunday June 28, 2009 

Page 4 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/alainmailland1.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/angelo1.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/avisera1.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/benoit averly.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/bettyscarpino1.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/biggs1.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/auction/details/burchard1.htm

